
Mime
LO: to understand the 

conventions of mime and be able 
to use them in my own work



Does mime have a point?
• Why do actors use mime?

Did you realise that many actors and actresses use mime in their 
performances? It is actually one of the MOST USED dramatic techniques.

• Can you think of an example where mime is used in a performance? 
(Think about TV and film…)

Coronation Street/ Eastenders/ soaps – for instance, in the background 
of a scene, washing up. In a busy restaurant – you wouldn’t be able to 
hear individual conversations if they were all loud!

Mr Bean – one of the most famous mime artists of all time!



What makes a good mime actor?

• Working with your partner, complete your 
profile of the perfect mime actor. 

• Consider carefully the different skills you 
would need to be able to mime effectively 
within a play. For example, clear and easy 
to read facial expressions



What makes a good mime actor?
Able to keep their composure 
throughout the performance 

(you can feel a bit silly miming 
in the background so there is a 

temptation t laugh!)

Clearly defined movements and 
gestures that the audience can 

clearly understand

Clear and easy to read facial 
expressions

Stays focused and in 
character and doesn’t 
look at the audience to 
see if they are watching 

Thinks carefully about 
what they will do 
throughout the 

performance so they 
don’t run out of things 

to do!



Using mime
• You will now be given a SECRET scene to act out, using only 

mime.

• If you do this successfully, the family should be able to guess 
what your scenario was.

• Think carefully about:
• Levels

• Space

• Facial expressions

• Using large or clear movements

• Timing  



Complaint 
in a shop



Receiving 
exam results



Martians 
discovered on a 
faraway planet



Incorporating mime into a full performance
• You are going to be working in groups of 

between 4 and 6.

• There are going to be 2 main actors who 
will have speaking parts – the rest of the 
group are mime actors. 

• Imagine you are in a busy pub or bar. The 
two main characters have arranged to 
meet to exchange a secret parcel and an 
argument breaks out between them. 

• Remember the focus is not just on the 
action here but on the quality of the 
mime in the background. Mime actors –
think careful about your role and what 
you will do throughout the duration of 
the performance



Learning Review
•What is mime?

•Why is it useful?

•What makes a good mime?

Before you go…
Which was the most effective of 
the performances we saw today 

and why?


